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INDEX BLOCK SET

P/N 2045

If you have ever been around atool roominastandard
machine shop, you have probably come across index
blocksfor 5C collets. They can saveagreat deal of time
when doing simple indexing, and | have used them a
number of times. It seemed likeagoodideatoaddthem
to our line, so | included a couple of features for
Sherline users. Rather than design themina“six and
four” configuration, | chose “eight and six”, which
adds more choi ces without adding cost.

| designedtheblockstouseall of our spindleaccessories
rather than a particular collet size. If atool fits the
spindleof yourlatheor mill, itwill fittheindexer. Standard
drawboltscanbeshortened or new onescanbepurchased
at any hardware store. The way we manufactured the
index blockskept theflatsaccurately machinedinrelaion
tothecenterlineof thespindlemount, sothey shouldyield
quiteaccurateresults.

Whenputinuse, theindex blockisheldinavise. Toindex
your part, al you have to do after performing your
operation isloosen the vise, index the part to the next
surfaceandretightenthevise. For example, apart could
beturned onthelatheina3-jaw chuck. Thechuck could
then beremoved and screwed ontothethreadsontheend
of theindexer. Thenaholepatternof 2, 3,4, 60r 8holes
couldbedrilled andtappedinthepart usingtheindexer.
Inthiscase, thevisewould bemountedontheside. (See
Figure2.) Likewise, flatscould bemachinedtoproducea
special hex boltwiththeviseclampedflattothetable.

Tousetoolsor holdersinthe Morse#1 taper, you will
need to use drawbolts that are shorter than the ones
normally usedintheheadstock spindle. For mill colletsthat
use a 5/16-24 drawbolt, a 1-5/8" length bolt will be
needed. For 1/4-20 drawbolts used with the Morse #1
blank or drill chuck, a2-1/4" lengthisneeded. If youhave
extradrawbolts, they canbecuttolengthor new boltscan
bepurchasedfromany hardwarestore. Usethedrawbolt
washers that come with the drawbolts. If you need to
purchasethewashersseparately from Sherline, thepart
numbers are P/N 30842 (5/16" drawbolt washer) and

- 5/16-24 x 1-5/8" BOLT
P/N 30842
WASHER

1/4-20 x 2-1/4" BOLT

P/N 30882 WASHER

FIGURE 1—(Above)
Drawbolt washers
are used with short-
ened drawbolts.
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OPTIONAL WW COLLET
DRAWBOLT
P/NT1681

FIGURE 2—A part turned in a chuck on the lathe is
transferred to an index block and held in a mill vise
whilea6-holepatternisdrilled. Thevisecouldalsobe
clamped flat to the table for milling flats or drilling
holes on the side of the part. The vise is shown being
held in position on its side with blocks from two P/N
3013 step block sets.

P/N 30882 (1/4" drawbolt washer). (SeeFigure 1.) A
special drawbolttohold WW colletsintheindex blocks
isalsoavailableasP/N 11681.

Thisindexing setisoneof thoseaccessoriesthat youwill
keepfindingmoreusesfor thelonger youhaveit around.
Itiseasy touseand areal timesaver.

Joe Martin, President and Owner
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